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Street sweeping for water quality:   

Action Plan request 

Expand street sweeping program 
 
üCost:   

o $770K non-labor          2016-2020 
o + $47K monitoring       2017-2019 
o +$345K new sweeper            2015 

= $4,336K                            2015-2020 

 

üBenefit:  40% more stormwater 
pollutants removed over current 
sweeping program 
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 Background 

Å Long sweeping history 

Å Sweeping for water 
quality new: program 
started in 2011 

Å SPU only pays for streets 
that drain to receiving 
waters 

Å Seeking to expand 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ {t¦Ωǎ 
Integrated Plan under the 
CSO Consent Degree 
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Hand broom sweeping in Seattle, 
1906.  

Regenerative air in 
Seattle, 2013.  



Why focus on  

streets? 
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Land use area distribution in MS4 (storm drain). 

Pollutant load from MS4 (storm drain). 



Street sweeping is an alternative in the 

Integrated Plan(IP) 

Å IP sought more WQ benefit by delaying smaller CSO 
projects, advancing other WQ projects 

Å Convened ά9ȄǇŜǊǘ ǇŀƴŜƭέ to guide technical process 

Å Street sweeping was high on the list (cost-effective, 
benefits to all major water bodies) 

Å Helps meet regulatory requirements (NPDES 
stormwater permit, NPDES wastewater permit, 
Consent Degree) 
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Pollutants removed from City-owned streets 

may present risks to aquatic life. 

 



Street Sweeping complements SPUs pollutant 

reduction efforts  
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Natural 
Drainage 
Systems 

7% 
Regional-

scale water 
quality 

treatment 
24% 

Street 
sweeping 

69% 



The proposal will benefit all major water bodies 

Swept arterialsς North  Swept Arterials ς South  



Performance-based partnership with Seattle 

Department of Transportation. 

 

Performance based, 
payment for services 

based on meeting 
criteria. 

Multiple benefits,   
clean water, clean 

streets, clean air and 
flood reduction. 

Efficiency 
improvements, unit 

costs reduced 5% per 
year. 


